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Stipends
$1000 for teachers
$250 other employees









“The stationary bipolar ionization units installed within the HVAC systems at 
Kalamazoo Public Schools are UL 2998 listed.  This standard certifies Zero Ozone 

Emissions from Air Cleaners.

The portable bipolar ionization units installed within areas not served by an air 
system at Kalamazoo Public Schools are UL 867 listed. This standard certifies safety 

for Electrostatic Air Cleaners including ozone testing.

--Perry Hausman, PE, Senior Mechanical Engineer, Tower Pinkster





Update:
Asymptomatic students may return to 
school from quarantine:

◦ after ten days; OR
◦ after seven days if they receive a negative 

test on day seven.
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Apply online:
Kpsjobs.com

Apply in-person: 
Admin. Building
1220 Howard St.
Monday-Friday
8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Call:
(269) 337-0177





“At Kalamazoo Public Schools, students and 
families can continue to count us for great-tasting 
meals kids love to eat every day, but as you may 

have already seen, there will likely be more 
frequent menu changes based on product 

substitutions from our suppliers.

- Message from Chartwells K12 Regarding 
National Supply Chain Issues
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TRANSPORTATION 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS



Why is there a bus driver shortage?

Kalamazoo Public Schools is not alone in the bus driver shortage. School districts across the 

nation are canceling bus routes  — and some are suspending bus transportation entirely — 

because of the severe bus driver shortage. Other companies that employ drivers including 

trucking companies and public transportation are also seeing a driver shortage, which is tied 

to labor shortages across industries and continued fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic.



Why do you need to cancel routes?

On days when we do not have enough bus drivers, we have no choice other than to 

cancel routes. KPS has 100 bus routes and operates on a three-tiered system with the 

same driver transporting students to and from three different schools daily. The district 

is actively recruits and trains drivers year round, but our efforts have been hampered by 

COVID-19 and overall labor shortages.



Is my child counted as absent if they can’t get a ride?

Yes, but it is an excused absence. If you are unable to arrange for alternate transportation, 

please notify the school of your child’s absence. Students have access to Google 

Classroom, and other district purchased programs such as Lexia and Dreambox. 

They may also receive printed learning packets. 



How are route cancellations determined? 

We carefully examine  the number of drivers who are going to be available each  day and 

determine how many routes we can cover. When selecting the routes to cancel, we include 

a number of criteria such as  if there are special needs students on the bus and if the route 

has already been canceled that week. 



Why does it seem like certain schools have buses that cancel more often while 
other schools have not had as many cancellations? 

Our magnet schools, like Lincoln Elementary, pick up students from throughout the 

district. As a result, significantly more buses go to those schools than neighborhood 

schools. Even if there are a larger number of buses cancelled for a particular  school,  it 

may not impact as many students. We are intentional about trying to keep individual 

student impact to only once a week.
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Isn’t the district legally obligated to provide transportation? 

We are only legally obligated to provide curb to curb transportation to a small handful of 

special needs students who has that accomodation identified in their IEPs. KPS provides 

transportation to other students as a gift of service. 



How are families notified of cancellations?

Families are sent a robocall and text message at 6 

p.m. the evening before the route is canceled. The 

list of canceled routes is also placed on the district’s 

website, Facebook page, and Twitter.



What is KPS doing to address the bus driver shortage? 

Kalamazoo Public Schools recruits, hires, and trains drivers year round. Please let anyone you 

know who may be interested in a job as a bus driver that there are positions available. Drivers 

are paid during training and are eligible to earn benefits and bonuses. KPS also offers the 

highest number of hours in the county making the take home income of our drivers the highest.



$85/day

$105/day
for retired 
teachers or 
guest 
building 
teachers


